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1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X I in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

25 August 2000 (25.08.00) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X | was 

I I was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 
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International application No. 
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International filing date {day/month/year) 
18 February 2000 (18.02.00) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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FEB 1 4 2002 


Applicant 


SANYO ELECTRIC CO., LTD. 


Technology Center 21 00 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



, sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
' — ' been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of submission of the demand 

25 August 2000 (25.08.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

09 February 2001 (09.02.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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aNTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



ntemational application No. 
PCT/JPOO/00929 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the^elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

^ , filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



2 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70,17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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International preliminary examination report 



itemalional application No. 

PCT/JPOO/00929 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



. Statement •-^ 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-54 



13,17,1 9-22,26,27,29,32-34,36-4 1 ,46-54 
1-12,14-16,18,23-25,28,30,31,35,42-45 



1-54 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The subject matters of claims 1-8 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the matters 
described in newly cited document 1 [JP, 59-500932, A (THOMAS, Gareth, David), 24 May, 1984 
(24.05.84)] and document 2 [JP, 2-253309, A (Amada Co., Ltd.), 12 October, 1990 (12.10.90)]. 

A constituent feature that three-dimensional shape data are entered to prepare a real three- 
dimensional model based on the data is described in document 1. A constituent feature that shape data 
are issued by means of a third device to a readable writable recording medium for use is described in 
document 2. It is a matter of usual practice to add information for identifying a plurality of recorded data, 
and it is considered that the third device and the contents processed in the third device are matters that 
can be set as required. It is considered that the subject matters of claims 1-8 are a mere matter of design 
variation made on a constitution obtained by adding the use of the recording medium described in 
document 2 to the constituent feature described in document 1 . 

The subject matters of claims 9-1 1 and 14-16 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the 
matters described in document 1, newly cited document 3 [JP, 7-23123, A (Kitamura Kikai K.K.), 24 
January, 1995 (24.01.95)] and document 4 [JP, 11-28643, A (K.K. Ogihara), 2 February, 1999 
(02.02.99)] cited in the ISR. 

A constituent feature that (1) the progression status of work is observed and communicated to a 
cellular phone used as a third device, and (2) the parameters of the working section can be changed in the 
third device is described in document 3. Furthermore, the use of electronic mail as a communication 
means is well known. It is considered that the subject matters of claims 9, 11 and 14-16 are mere 
additions of the matter described in document 3 to the constituent feature described in document 1 . 

A constituent feature that (1) the progression status is observed and (2) the work completion time is 
notified is described in document 4. It is considered that the subject matter of claim 10 is the addition of 
the communication of progression status described in document 3 and the notification of completion time 
described in document 4 to the constituent feature described in document 1, and so is a mere aggregation 
of prior art. 

The subject matters of claims 12, 18, 23, 25 and 28 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view 
of the matters described in documents 1 and 3, document 5 [JP, 10-320589, A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), 4 December, 1998 (04.12.98)] cited in the ISR and newly cited document 6 [JP, 5- 
20227, A (Amada Metrecs Co., Ltd.), 29 January, 1993 (29.01.93)]. 

A constituent feature that three-dimensional shape data are stored in a database and distributed 
through a network is described in documents 5 and 6 respectively. It is considered that the subject 
matters of claims 12, 18, 23, 25 and 28 are mere additions of the matter described in document 3 and the 
matter described in document 5 or 6 to the constituent feature described in document 1 . 
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^ ^ ^^Hitemational application No. 

International preliminary examination report ] PCT/JPOO/00929 

Supplemental Box 

(To be used when thf>space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation^of Box V (Citations and explanations): 

The subject matter of claim 24 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view^ of the matters 
described in documents 1, 3, 5 and 6 and document 7 [JP, 10-40422, A (NEC Corp.), 13 February, 1998 
(13.02.98)] cited in the ISR. 

A constituent feature that a plurality of three-dimensional shape data are integrated to prepare new 
shape data is described in document 7. It is considered that the subject matter of claim 24 is the mere 
addition of the matter described in document 3, the matter described in document 5 or 6, and the matter 
described in document 7 to the constituent feature described in document 1, and so is a mere aggregation 
of prior art. 



The subject matters of claims 30 and 31 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view^ of the 
matters described in documents, 1, 3 and 5-7 and newly cited document 8 [JP, 9-311707, A (K.K. 
Matsuo), 2 December, 1997 (02.12.97)]. 

A constituent feature that a coloring section is provided in the preparation of a real three-dimensional 
model is described in document 8. Furthermore, a constituent feature that shape data are three- 
dimensionally displayed is described in document 7. 

It is considered that the subject matters of claims 30 and 3 1 are mere additions of the matter described 
in document 3, the matter described in document 5 or 6, the matter described in document 7 and the 
matter described in document 8 to the constituent feature described in document 1, and so is a mere 
aggregation of prior art. 

The subject matters of claims 35 and 42-44 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the 
matters described in documents 1 and 5. 

Adding identification numbers and attribute information to respective data in a database is a generally 
practiced matter, and it is considered that identification numbers and attribute information are also added 
to the data in the database described in document 5. It is also considered that the contents of respective 
data are a matter that can be set as required. It is considered that the subject matters of claims 35, 42 and 
43 are mere additions of the matter described in document 5 to the constituent feature described in 
document 1. 

A correction section for reading and correcting shape data is generally used. It is considered that the 
subject matter of claim 44 is a mere aggregation of the matters described in documents 1 and 5 and the 
well-known data correction section. 



The subject matter of claim 45 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of the matters 
described in documents 1 and 5 and document 9 [JP, 10-164484, A (Nikon Corp.), 19 June, 1998 
(19.06.98)] cited in the ISR. 

A constituent feature that the thumbnail images of respective data are used for data management is 
described in document 7. It is considered that the subject matter of claim 45 is a mere aggregation of the 
matters described in documents 1, 5 and 9. 
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data, and customers are automatically notified of a forming completion via completion display panels (260) or cellular phones (261). 
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